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REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  January  i,   1905. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore: 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  have  the 
honor  to  respectfully  submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  being  the 
Twenty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Forty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  record  of  fires  shows  1 ,482  alarms  of  all  kinds. 

The  losses  for  the  year,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
amounted  to  $70,477,625.31,  of  which  amount  $70,000,000  is 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  losses  caused  by  the  confla- 
gration of  February  7  and  8,  1904. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Salaries,  $407,503.50;  expenses,  $114,410;  Emergency  Fire 
Fund,  caused  by  the  replacing  of  apparatus,  hose,  etc.,  lost 
or  destroyed  by  the  conflagration,  $67,147.07. 

The  Department  as  it  stands  to-day  is  the  embodiment  of 
all  that  modern  science,  skill  and  mechanical  ingenuity  has 
been  able  to  devise;  manned  by  men,  intelligent,  courageous 
and  devoted  to  the  service. 

In  the  reports  of  previous  years  the  attention  of  your 
Honorable  Body  was  called  to  the  imperative  necessity  of  the 
Department  being  supplied  with  additional  apparatus,  the 
wisdom  of  which  has  been  fully  demonstrated. 

The  several  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  call- 
ing for  action  upon  the  part  of  your  Honorable  Body,  have 
the  hearty  approbation  of  this  Board  and  should  receive  im- 
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mediate  consideration  at  your  hands,  as  they  pertain  to  the 
proper  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  residents  of 
the  city. 

During  the  past  year  needed  improvements  and  valuable 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  apparatus  of  the  Depart- 
ment, it  being  the  aim  of  the  Board  to  have  the  Department 
equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  improved  fire-fighting  ap- 
pliances. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph, 
submitted  herewith,  sets  forth  at  length  the  work  of  that 
Department  during  the  year,  which  shows  that  the  efficiency 
of  this  most  important  branch  of  the  service  has  been  greatly 
increased. 

The  work  performed  during  the  year  by  the  Department 
is  set  forth  in  extenso  in  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 
Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  Surgeon  and  Veteri- 
nary Surgeon,  which  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  expenditures  for  the  past  year  are  set  forth  in  detail  in 
the  tables  submitted  with  this  report. 

The  Board  desires  to  renew  their  recommendations  in  regard 
to  the  increase  in  salaries  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Department,  in  accordance  with  those  paid  in  other  cities  of 
similar  size. 

To  the  Chief  Engineer,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 
Telegraph,  Secretary,  the  clerical  force  and  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Department  generally,  the  Board  is  indebted  for 
the  efficient  service  rendered  at  any  and  all  times. 

Respectfully, 

George  W.  Gail,  Jr., 

President. 
Edward  M.  Parrish, 
A.  Roszel  Cathcart. 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT.  7 

ESTIMATE    FOR    1905. 

Salaries 1409,660  00 

Apparatus $  6,500  00  N 

Apparatus  repairs 12,000  00 

Accident 3>5QO  00 

Feed 23,000  00 

Fuel 6,000  00 

Furniture 1,500  00 

Harness 1,250  00 

Horseshoeing 5,5°o  00 

Hose 4,000  00 

Horses 4,000  00 

Wharf  rent 600  00 

Electricity  and  gas 2,000  00 

Insurance 4,630  00 

Washing 3,36000 

Sick  4,600  00 

Pensioners 11,000  00 

Fire-alarm  telegraph  department ...  6,000  00 

Cable  for  subways 3,000  00 

Fire-alarm  boxes 660  00 

Office  expenses 1,00000 

Miscellaneous 6  500  00 

Storeroom 6,000  00 


116,600  00 
$526,260  00 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amount  appropriated    by  the    Mayor  and    City  Council    out  of  the 

general  levy,  1904: 

Department  salaries  and  expenses $522,170  00 

Amount   appropriated,  account  of  the  Emer- 
gency Fire  Fund 67,147  07 


Amount  drawn  from  the  City  Comptroller,  as  follows: 

Department   salaries  and  expenses $521,913  50 

Emergency  Fire  Fund 67,147  07 


$589,317  07 


589,060  57 
$    256  50 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Amount   drawn  from    the    City    Comptroller, 

account  general  appropriation $521,913  50 

Emergency  Fire  Fund 67,147  07 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  old  material..  ..  2,855  53 

.$591,916  10 

Expenditures,  account  of  Department $521,913  50 

Expenditures,  Emergency  Fire  Fund  67,147  07 

Amount  paid  City  Comptroller 2,855  53 

$591,916  10 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Original  appropriation,  salaries $407,760  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Commissioner,  George  W.  Gail,  Jr $  1,000  00 

"              Edward  M.  Parrish 1,000  00 

"              A.  Roszel  Cathcart 1,00000 

Secretary  and  Clerk,  Pinkney  W.  Wilkinson..  1,500  00 

Assistant  Clerk,  Walter  E.  Hill 900  00 

Chief  Engineer,  George  W.  Horton 2,500  00 

District  Engineer,  James  A.  Campbell 1,400  00 

"                   August  Emerich 1,40000 

"                    Frederick  Branan 1,40000 

Fielding  H.  Lucas 1,400  00 

"                    Levin  H.  Burkhardt 1,400  00 

"                   E.  Louis  Shipley 1,400  00 

Supt.  of  Machinery,  Thomas  H.  Meushaw 1,400  00 

Supt.  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  James  B.  Yeakle.  1,800  00 

No.     1  Engine  Company 10,299  19 

2  "                   10,590  91 

3  "                    10,29641 

4  "                   11,10006 

5  "                   9.792  7* 

6  "                   10,598  58 

7  "                   10,29848 

8  "                   9>794  04 

9  "                   10,29684 

10  " 10,29646 

11  "                   10,299  06 

12  "                   9,782  62 
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No.    13  Engine  Company 10,29230 

14  "                   9,79888 

15  "                   20,587  75 

16  "                   11,499  14 

17  "                    10,579  23 

18  "                   10,593  82 

19  " 10,59668 

20  "                   10,59790 

21  "                    io,575  31 

22  "                   10,591   18 

23  " 10,591  33 

24  "                   10,596  55 

25                                   10.595  52 

No.     1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 10,09650 

2  "                   "                   10,095  24 

3  "                  "                   10,401   13 

4  "                  "                  10,895  38 

5                                                      io,399  IS 

6  "                  "                  10,394  60 

7  "                   "                   4,599  77 

8  "                  "                  4,598  47 

9  "                  "                  4,ioi  25 

10  "                  *'                  10,388  42 

11  "                  "                  10,891  32 

12  "                  "                  2,452  62 

No.     1  Chemical  Engine  Company  2,499  54 

2  "                      "                    1,250  08 

3                                                       1,250  19 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Department 12,748  89   $407,503  50 

Balance $  256  50 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Original  Appropriations — Expenses $114,410  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Apparatus $  6,127  79 

Apparatus  repairs '. 6,435  14 

Accidents 2,619  40 

Feed i9»301  73 

Fuel 9,498  10 

Furniture 1,656  66 

Harness 1,205  45 

Horseshoeing 5,92°  73 

Hose -. 3,975  00 

Horses 4.287  50 

Wharf  rent 600  00 

Gas  and  electricity  1,974  20 

Office  expenses 611  37 

Life  insurance 4,360  50 

Miscellaneous 12,617  89 

Washing 3,424  75 

Pensioners 11,536  09 

Sick : 5,836  32 

Fire-alarm  telegraph 6,410  04 

Storeroom 4,031  34 

Fire-alarm  boxes 1,980  00 

114,410  00 

EMERGENCY  FIRE  FUND. 
Appropriation $  67,147  07 

EXPENDITURES. 

Apparatus $  17,393  07 

Apparatus  repairs 791  72 

Fuel 1,098  21 

Feed 156  45 

Harness 41   15 

Hose 42,297  cS 

Office  expenses 106  21 

Miscellaneous 2,407  77 

Fire-alarm  telegraph 2,855  41 

$  67,147  07 
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II 


No. 


No 


COMPANY  EXPENDITURES. 


i  Engine  Company $ 

2 


3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

io 
it 

12 

13 

U 

15 

ib 

r? 
iS 

19 

20 

21 
22 
2  3 
24 
25 


No.      i   Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 


Chemical    Engine  Company. 


Commissioners 

Officers 

Fire- Alarm  Telegraph  Department 

Miscellaneous 

Office  expenses 

Pensioners 

Storeroom 

Reserve  apparatus 

Emergency  Fire  Fund 


$  12,065 

03 

12,741 

26 

12,868 

13 

13,001 

77 

12,034 

93 

12,038 

79 

11,894 

92 

n,837 

81 

12,886  06 

11,831 

84 

12,035 

9i 

11,646  83 

12.276 

73 

11,309 

92 

25,495  32 

14,427 

58 

11,850 

64 

12,389 

4i 

11,770 

10 

12,357 

13 

12,222 

09 

12,177 

88 

12,506 

30 

13,486 

72 

14,010 

65 

11,606 

72 

n,34i 

10 

11,463 
12,496 

20 

10 

11,309  3 

11,645 

7i 

5,492 

78 

5,258 

26 

4,656 

21 

12,277 

38 

12,131 

81 

5,782 

35 

2,926 

34 

',437 

75 

1,408 

33 

3,025 

50 

16,376 

23 

29,116 

47 

6,097 

/O 

773 

12 

n,536  09 

5,448 

29 

5.143 

00 

67,147  07 
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FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Account. 


Appropriation.     Expenditures. 


Department 

Emergency  Fire  Fund 


$407,760  00 
67,147  07 


$407,503  50     $256  50 
67,H7  07  ; 


Balance  undrawn $256  50 


REVENUE. 
Sale  of  old  material $2,855  53 
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REPORT 


Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 

Baltimore,  January  i,  1905. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  it  being  the  forty- 
sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  paid  Department. 

Fires. 

The  number  of  alarms  and  fires  attended  were  as  follows: 
Box  alarms,  878;  silent  or  verbal  alarms,  466;  also  special 
alarms,  which  were  for  fires  extinguished  by  other  than  mem- 
bers of  the  Department,  but  inspected  in  order  to  see  that 
they  had  been  entirely  extinguished,  138;  making  a  total  of 
1,482  alarms  and  fires  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment had  been  called. 

As  compared  with  1903,  there  was  a  decrease  of  40  alarms. 

The  fires  for  the  year  was  classified  as  follows:  In  brick, 
stone  or  iron  buildings,  2,689;  m  wooden  buildings,  162; 
fires  in  other  than  buildings,  109;  false  alarms,  47;  making  a 
total  of  3,007. 

LOSSES   OF    I904. 

January $      138,864  46 

February 7.865  79 

u        (Conflagration  estimated) 70,000,000  00 

March 13,53°  49 

April 56,127  66 

May 19,763  45 

June 34,847  12 

July 6,412  73 

August 94,108  28 

September 16,706  12 

October 19,462  46 

November 55,642  89 

December 14,293  86 

Total ^70,477,625  31 
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CONFLAGRATION. 

On  Sunday,  February  7,  1904,  Baltimore  was  visited  by 
one  of  the  most  disastrous  conflagrations  (in  money  loss)  this 
country  has  every  known.  The  fire  originated  in  a  six-story 
brick  building  occupied  by  J.  K.  Hurst  &  Co.,  as  a  wholesale 
dry  goods  and  notion  house,  located  at  German  street, 
Liberty  street  and  Hopkins  place. 

The  thermostat  alarm  was  received  at  10.48  A.M.,  and 
was  responded  to  by  one  engine  company,  one  hook  and 
ladder  company,  one  district  engineer  and  one  salvage 
corps  company. 

On  entering  the  building  from  German  street,  the  fire  was 
discovered  in  the  basement  and  appeared  to  be  among  pack- 
ing cases.  A  flame  was  seen  drawing  across  the  ceiling 
toward  the  elevator  shaft  on  the  south  side  of  the  building; 
very  little  smoke  was  seen  on  the  first  floor  or  basement.  As 
the  men  descended  the  stairs  with  a  2^ -inch  line  of  hose  and 
a  line  of  ^-inch  chemical  hose,  the  daylight  seemed  to  fade 
away,  caused  by  the  downpour  of  smoke  through  the  elevator 
shaft,  and  instantly  there  was  an  explosion,  the  impact  of 
which  was  upward  and  outward.  The  time  between  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  alarm  and  the  explosion  was  about  five  minutes; 
the  roof  was  lifted  and  every  window  light  above  the  first 
floor  was  broken,  and  the  flames  shot  out  with  a  loud  whist- 
ling noise.  The  concussion  broke  the  windows  in  the  sur- 
rounding buildings  and  heavy  brands  of  fire  were  carried 
from  the  Hurst  building  into  the  adjoining  property,  and  at 
once  seven  buildings  were  burning  fiercely.  The  wind  at 
this  time  was  blowing  twelve  miles  per  hour  from  the  south- 
west; the  streets  at  this  point  are  35  and  40  feet  wide. 

Brands  of  fire  at  once  began  to  be  blown  several  squares 
away,  setting  fire  to  rubbish  in  yards  and  awnings,  the  flames 
of  which  immediately  entered  broken  windows,  made  so  by 
the  intense  heat  and  the  explosion  of  a  box  containing  powder 
nearly  opposite  the  Hurst  building.  It  being  Sunday  and  a 
commercial  district,  there  was  no  one  to  look  after  the 
numerous  incipient  fires. 
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The  fire  followed  the  direction  of  the  wind,  which  remained 
from  the  southwest  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when  it 
changed  to  almost  due  west,  and  at  noon  on  Monday  changed 
to  northwest.  So  great  was  the  wind  and  the  vacuum  caused 
by  the  heat,  that  deluge  streams  were  torn  to  fragments  and 
could  not  reach  the  second  stories. 

The  conflagration  raged  until  11.30  A.M.,  Monday,  Febru- 
ary 8th.  During  that  time  it  had  traveled  over  about  140 
acres  of  ground  and  destroyed  86  blocks,  containing 

36  one-story  brick  buildings. 

1  one  and  one-half-story  brick  building. 
130  two-story  brick  buildings. 

2  two  and  one-half-story  brick  buildings. 
408  three-story  brick  buildings. 

40  three  and  one-half-story  brick  buildings. 

595  four-story  brick  buildings. 

29  four  and  one-half-story  brick  buildings. 

170  five-story  brick  buildings. 

3  five  and  one-half-story  brick  buildings. 
33  six-story  brick  buildings. 

14.  seven-story  brick  buildings. 

1  eight-story  brick  building. 

2  ten-story  brick  buildings. 

2  eleven-story  brick  buildings. 
1  twelve-story  building. 
1  sixteen-story  building. 


Total 1,468 


47  one-story  frame  buildings. 
1  one  and  one-half  story  frame  building. 
9  two-story  frame  buildings. 
1  six-story  frame  building. 

Total 58. 

Grand  total,  1.526  buildings;  4  lumber  yards. 

The  approximated  insurance  paid  was  #29,221,851.51. 

We  realized,  in  thirty  minutes  after  the  first  alarm,  that 
the  fire  was  beyond  the  control  of  Baltimore's  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  our  sister  cities  were  called  on  for  assistance, 
which  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to,  and  a 
gallant  fight  was  made  by  all. 
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There  were  engaged  at  the  fire  460  firemen,  24  steam 
engines,  8  hook  and  ladder  trucks,  1  fire  boat,  1  police  boat, 
all  belonging  to  Baltimore. 

There  were  also  771  firemen,  33  steam  engines,  2  hose  com- 
panies and  1  hook  and  ladder  truck  from  other  cities  and 
towns. 

There  were  about  70,000,000  gallons  of  water  used. 

The  Department  lost  1  steam  engine,  1  hook  and  ladder 
truck  and  29,900  feet  of  hose. 

During  the  twenty-four  hours  of  the  fire  52  box  alarms 
were  received  and  sent  out  for  fires  caused  by  sparks  in  other 
parts  of  the  city,  and  at  no  time  was  there  the  slightest  fail- 
ure of  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  water  supply  or  fire 
machinery,  and,  although  great  risks  were  taken  by  the  fire- 
men, no  lives  were  lost,  nor  was  there  a  bone  broken. 

I  was  injured  by  electric  shocks  in  the  start  of  the  fire  and 
was  moved  to  my  night  quarters  at  No.  23  Engine  Company, 
at  2  o'clock  P.M.,  the  7th  instant.  District  Engineer  August 
Emrich  at  once  assumed  command  of  the  Department,  and 
remained  in  command  until  relieved  by  District  Engineer  I,. 
H.  Burkhardt  on  account  of  injuries  to  his  eyes,  and  after  re- 
ceiving medical  attention,  returned  and  relieved  Chief  Burk- 
hardt, and  remained  in  command  until  relieved  by  me  at  1.30 
P.M.,  the  8th  instant. 

The  origin  of  the  great  fire  has  not  been  clearly  shown,  but 
I  assert,  had  there  been  a  watchman  employed  in  the  Hurst 
building,  the  record  of  the  fire  to-day  would  read:  "A  slight 
fire  in  the  basement  of  J.  E.  Hurst's  building  among  packing 
cases,  extinguished  by  the  watchman." 

The  conflagration  has  taught  numerous  lessons  as  to  the 
proper  construction  of  buildings.  The  rapid  spread  of  the 
fire  at  the  early  stage  was  principally  on  account  of  wood  ex- 
posures and  windows  giving  away,  caused  by  heat  and  con- 
cussion. 

APPARATUS. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Department  is  in  the  best  possible 
condition,   representing  modern  fire-fighting  machinery.     A 
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close  surveillance  of  the  equipment  is  maintained  at  all  times, 
and  necessary  repairs  or  suggested  improvements,  looking  to 
increased  efficiency,  are  made  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
In  point  of  efficiency,  general  condition  or  appearance,  the 
apparatus  will  compare  favorably  with  any  other  Department 
in  the  conntry. 

No.  24  Engine  Company  was  placed  in  active  service  at 
their  respective  quarters,  Patterson  Park  avenue  near  Orleans 
street,  July  28,  1904. 

No.  25  Engine  Company  was  placed  in  active  service  at 
their  respective  quarters,  McCulloh  and  Gold  streets,  January 
11,  1904 

One  first-size  La  France  fire  engine  placed  in  service  at  No. 
15  Engine  Company,  and  one  first-size  Hayes  Aerial  Truck 
placed  in  service  at  No.  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  re- 
placingthoselostduring  conflagration  of  February  7  and  8, 1904. 

A  number  of  hose  wagons  have  been  equipped  with  rubber 
tires,  which  adds  greatly  to  their  efficiency  in  responding  to 
alarms  of  fire. 

HORSES. 

At  present  there  are  a  total  of  203  horses  in  the  service  of 
the  Department.  Of  this  number  155  are  assigned  to  the  sev- 
eral companies;  22  are  assigned  for  the  use  of  officers  and  the 
fire-alarm  telegraph  department,  16  being  held  in  reserve. 
Twelve  horses  have  been  purchased  during  the  year,  19  being 
condemned  and  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  service;  4  died  from 
sickness  and  injuries.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  cases 
of  sickness  and  injuries,  covering  a  period  of  2,342  days' 
treatment,  were  attended  at  Department  hospital. 

FIRE     HYDRANTS. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  double  hydrants  have  been 
erected,  making  the  total  number  of  hydrants  available  for 
service  2,335. 

The  number  of  hydrants  is  totally  inadequate,  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  Water  Department  be  requested 
to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  hydrants  at  points  which  have 
been  designated  by  this  Department. 
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RFPORT    OF     THE 


LAWRENCE  PISTEL, 

CAPTAIN. 

No.    4   Engine  Company. 


Died  April  28th,  1904. 


Had   bsen   an  active   member  of    the 
Department  for  thirty-one  yoara. 
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JAMES   J.    KNOX, 

PIPEMAN. 

No.   17  Engine  Company. 


Died  August  11th,   1904. 


Had  been    an    active    member   of   the 
Department  for  nearly  ten   years. 
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REPORT    OF  -THE 


GUSTAVE  A.  STOLINSKI, 

LADDERMAN 
No.  9  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 


Died  July  13th.  1904. 


Had  been  an   active   member   of   the 
Department  for  nearly  five  years. 
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JOHN  M.  GILLELAND, 

LADDERMAN. 

No.   12  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 


Died  December  31st,  1904. 


Had   been   an   active   member  of    the 
Department  for  nearly  ten  years. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The  purchase  of  an  additional  fire-boat  of  greater  capacity 
than  the  one  in  service,  to  be  equipped  with  a  full  comple- 
ment of  officers  and  men,  and  organized  as  an  engine  company 
of  the  Department,  to  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  foot  of 
Covington  street. 

The  quarters  of  the  present  fire-boat  (No.  16  Engine  Com- 
pany) rebuilt. 

Engines  Companies  located  in  the  following  vicinities: 

Guilford  avenue  and  Preston  street. 

Reisterstown  road  and  Kate  avenue. 

Frederick  road  and  Garrison  avenue. 

Caroline  street  and  Eastern  avenue. 

Gay  and  Second  streets. 

Charles  and  Barnet  streets. 

York  road,  Waverly. 

North  and  Fulton  avenues. 

Cheapside  and  Lombard  street. 

Harford  avenue  and  Oliver  street. 

Light  and  Montgomery  streets. 

Orleans  street  and  Central  avenue. 

Cathedral  and  Preston  streets.  » 

Hanover  and  Cross  streets. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  located  in  the  following 
vicinities: 

Pratt  and  Carey  streets. 

Patterson  Park  avenue  and  Biddle  street. 

Calvert  and  Read  streets. 

Fayette  street  and  Central  avenue. 

Baltimore  street  and  Fremont  avenue. 

York  road,  Waverly. 

Patuxent  and  O'Donnell  streets. 

The  purchase  of  ground  and  the  erection  of  a  building  in 
the  vicinity  of  Paca  and  Lexington  streets,  thereby  relieving 
the  very  congested  condition  existing  at  their  present 
quarters. 

The  purchase  of  an  additional  water  tower. 

The  purchase  of  three  District  Engineer's  wagons. 

The  installation  of  200  fire-alarm  boxes. 
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The  installation  of  a  pipe  line  system  to  cover  an  area 
bounded  by  Jones'  Falls,  Saratoga  street,  Eutaw  street, 
Barre  street  to  the  water  front,  with  Pumping  Station  to 
operate  same. 

The  position  of  assistant  hostlers  be  created,  with  salary  at 
$900  per  annum. 

The  adoption  of  the  recommendations  set  forth  necessarily 
carries  with  it  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money,  yet, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  expenditure  is  a  judicious  and 
economical  one. 

Our  experience  for  the  past  year  has  made  most  manifest 
that  the  recommendations  stated  above  be  carried  out  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

The  harmoney  that  exists  among  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  uniformed  force,  and  the  work  performed  by  them  at 
fires  during  the  past  year,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation and  praise. 

Herewith  submitted,  as  part  of  this  report,  are  statistical 
tables,  relative  to  the  work  performed  by  the  several  com- 
panies; also  report  of  Department  Surgeon  covering  medical 
treatment. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  to  your  Honorable  Body 
my  sincere  appreciation  of  your  cordial  support. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  office  force  for  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  the  clerical  work  of  the  Department  is  performed. 

The  officers  and  members  of  the  Fire  Insurance  Salvage 
Corps  have  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered  on  the  fire- 
ground. 

I  desire  also  to  extend  my  thanks  for  the  co-operation  of 
the  members  of  the  Police  Department,  and  the  able  manner 
in  which  they  have  assisted  this  Department  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  W.  Horton, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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REPORT    OF    THE 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS  IN  SERVICE. 


COMPANY. 


DESCRIPTION. 


I  first-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

I 

i  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

i  first-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

I 

i 

i  combination  Holloway  truck. 

i  "  "  " 

i 

i  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 

i 

i  combination  Holloway  truck. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS  IN  RESERVE. 

3  first-size  Hayes  aerial  trucks, 
i  second-size  Hayes  aerial  truck. 
2  bank  ladder  trucks. 


CHEMICAL  ENGINES  IN  SERVICE. 


COMPANY. 


DESCRIPTION. 


No.  I  Chemical  Company.. I  double-tank  50-gallon  Holloway 

Chemical  Engine. 


CHEMICAIv   ENGINES   IN    RESERVE. 

I  double  85-gallon  Holloway  Chemical  Engine. 
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HOSE. 


COMPANIES. 
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Ft.    Ft     Ft. 
No.     1  Engine  Company 300018004400 

2  "  "         150015503100 

3  "  .325022004650 

4  "  "         4150  6002650 

5  "  "         200012503650 

6  "  200015503850 

7  "  2500 4850 

8  "  "    1500  7503700 

9  "  "    2000  900  3800 

10  "  "    200013003250 

11  "  "    1000  3003700 

12  "  "    1500  4004250 

13  "  "    1500 4200 

14  "  "    155°  2004306 

15  "  "    550023506250 

16  "  "    1000  4001800 

17  "  "    1500  8003400 

18  "  "    2000  1003650 

19  "  "    1500  8004400 

20  "  "    200010504000 

21  "  "    1850  4504600 

22  "  "    260014503950 

23  "  "    400013505600 

24  •'  "    2000 2000 

25  "  "    4000  1003900 


5  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 

7 
8 

9 
12 
1  Chemical 
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REPORT    OF    THE 


MANUAL  FORCE  OF  THE   DEPARTMENT. 
OFFICERS. 

Chief  Engineer I 

District  Engineers 6 

Superintendent  of  Machinery I 


No. 


No. 


ENGINE   COMPANIES. 

Engine  Company n 


12 
II 
12 
II 
12 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 

21 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
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HOOK   AND   LADDER   COMPANIES. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company 11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

5 

5 

5 

12 

12 

6 


No. 


CHEMICAL   ENGINE   COMPANIES. 
Chemical  Engine  Company 3 


Probationary  firemen 20 

Total  active  membership  of  the  Department 444 

Disabled  members  pensioned 28 

Total  membership 472 
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SALARIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEMBERS. 

Per  Annum. 

i  Chief  Engineer $2,50000 

6  District  Engineers,  each 1,400  00 

1  Superintendent  of  Machinery 1,40000 

33  Captains   of    engine    and  hook   and   ladder   companies, 

each 1. 100  00 

34  Lieutenants  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies, 

each 1,000  00 

25  Enginemen 1,100  oo 

27  Assistant  enginemen,  each 900  00 

16  Tillermen  of  hook   and  ladder  companies,  each 900  00 

32  Hostlers  of  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  companies,  each..  900  00 
4  Captains  of  combination    hook   and  ladder   companies, 

each 900  00 

1  Captain  of  chemical  engine  company 900  00 

4  Hostlers  of   combination  hook  and    ladder    companies, 

each 800  00 

1  Hostler  of  chemical  engine  company 800  00 

167  Pipemen,   each 80000 

67  Laddermen,   each 80000 

2  Pilots  on  fireboat,  each 1,00000 

3  Stokers  on  fireboat,  each 800  00 

20  Probationary  firemen,  each 60000 

444  Officers  and  members. 


34  REPORT    OF    THE 


PENSION   ROLL. 

Position  at  Time  of  Amount  of 

Name.  Retirement.  Annual  Pension. 

W.  M.  Dunn District  Engineer $400  oo 

J.    H.  Hayward Captain 40000 

W.  G.  Miller Captain 400  00 

John  A.  McKew Lieutenant 500  00 

T.  H.  Humphreys Engineman 400  00 

Michael  Lycett Engineman 550  00 

J.  W.  Blake Tillerman 400  00 

John  J.  Purcell Tillerman 450  00 

John  Wernsing Hostler  400  00 

J.  F.  Peerce Hostler  450  00 

Henry  Murphy  Hostler  450  00 

J.  R.  Battee Callman 400  00 

William  Gordon Callman  400  00 

J.  H.  Gildea , Callman  400  00 

L.    Pistel Callman  400  00 

G  H.  Little Pipeman 400  00 

Solomon  Uhlfelder Pipeman  40000 

J.J.  McGraw Pipeman 40000 

Charles  A.  Soistman Pipeman  400  00 

G.  B.  Chapman  Pipeman   400  00 

Philip  Bowen Pipeman 400  00 

John  J.  Flynn Pipeman  400  00 

Charles  H.  Baker Pipeman 400  00 

Albert  Oelman Pipeman  400  00 

H.  E.  Curry Ladderman 400  00 

J.  T.  Elliott Ladderman 400  00 

R.  M.  Brown Ladderman  400  00 

William  White Ladderman 400  00 
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NUMBER  OF  BOXES  TO  WHICH  COMPANIES  ARE  ASSIGNED 
TO  RESPOND. 


Companies. 
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No.  I  Engine  Company. 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
io 
ii 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

No.   1  Chemical  Engine  Company 


88 
86 
67 
83 
59 
69 
68 
54 
78 
63 
4o 
42 
59 
59 
115 
50 
17 
75 
58 
23 
12 

19 
66 

34 
57 
74 
137 
89 
69 

67 
62 
27 
16 
12 
65 
39 
14 
24 


126 
75 
79 

132 

56 
134 
125 

69 

73 
80 

3i 
16 

56 
26 

114 

5 
10 

26 

40 

19 

9 

7 

106 

47 

48 

109 

112 

31 
96 

83 
41 

8 

2 

2 

38 

59 


96 

57 

101 

77 
44 
92 
90 

61 
62 

24 
35 
79 
12 

88 


11 

57 
26 

15 

5 

3 

119 

29 
39 
18 

75 
14 
90 
36 

8 

1 


22 
21 


310 
218 

247 
292 

159 
295 
283 

213 
212 

205 
95 
93 

194 

97 

317 

55 

38 

158 

124 

57 

26 

29 

291 

no 

144 

201 

324 

134 

255 

186 

in 

36 

18 

14 

125 

119 

14 
29 
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SERVICES  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Companies. 


o        w 

a  :   a 


o  ^ 

M 
V 

fa 


II 


Work- 
ing 
Time. 


Hrs 


Min 


No.  i  Hook  &  Ladder  Co. 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

io 
ii 

12 


350 


119  3 

163  2 

189  IO     

129  7 

86  8 

14H  5 

57  2     7250 

54  3     2750 

17 

88  1 

77 
2 


13 


148  3968 
198  4093 
189  3769 
104I  2393 
100  2218 
34  I  105;  2128 

7  I  3i|  662 
11  8  189 
3   241  398 

8  I  85  1 184 
28  1081  2005 


237  44 
i  219  32 

•  160I  50 
I  174I  12 
\  I591 
I  149 
61 


I  40 

55 

170 

214 

1 


20 


SERVICE  OF  COMPANIES  AT  FIRES. 


Companies. 

Responded. 

Transferred. 

Tanks  Used. 

Extinguishers 
Used. 

Ladders  Used. 

Time  Away 

from 
Quarters. 

Hrs.     Min. 

No.  1  Chemical  Engine  Co 
"    2         "               "         " 

48 
44 
11 

3 

19 

24 

5 

61 

55 
32 

18 

15 
50 

"    3         " 

7 

10 
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NUMBER  OF  FIRES   AND    LOSSES   EACH   YEAR   SINCE    THE 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PAID  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Year. 

1859. 
i860. 
I86l. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873- 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 

1877. 

1878 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888 

1889. 

1890. 

189I. 

1892. 

I893- 
1894. 

1895. 
189b. 

1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
I9OO. 
I901. 


Number  of  Fires, 


IyOSses. 


98 

112 

115 

I30 

138 

143 

163 

178 

193 

145 

187 

'. 203 

226 

245 

265 

384 

348 

332 

420 

371 

3°6 

343 

324 

358 

399 

388 

474 

430 

496 

602 

545 

594 

676 

795 

829 

831 

816 

985 

1,110 

i,375 

1,309 

1,458 

1,498 

I9°2 1,547 

I9°3 1,522 

1904 1,482 


$    350,00000 

310,00000 

60,00000 

83,00000 

120,482  33 

163,528  49 

7i,358  90 

181,115  00 

293,045  00 

76,244  75 

398.259  °9 

432,717  07 

475, 391  °° 

300,00000 

892,628  58 

506,826  15 

608,351  30 

563.248  78 

438,715  57 

162,312  78 

193,654  54 

580,29009 

454,773  35 

330.H3  84 

561  520  00 

617,871  79 

441,743  06 

896,527  12 

1,162,359  26 

1,272,478  82 

477,32907 

44r,i52  65 

650,009  73 

839,435  77 

1,153,129  76 

542,i88  29 

730,751  11 

423,062  79 

572,497  39 

861,114  77 

438,583  38 

1,084,471  84 

1,499,119  9° 

681,968  89 

670,614  61 

(Estimated)....    70,477,62531 


Total  loss  by  fires  in  forty-six  years  has  been $94,540,611  02 
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SUMMARY  OF  FIRES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Month. 


G 

0 
o 


-M 

0 

u 

iH 

(A 

Cfl 

Q 

P 

. 

en 

J 

.4 

en 

C 

X 

H 
0 

CO 

Uh 

C/3 

pq 

35 

3     .2 

'o 
ft) 

a, 

tn 


January  .... 
February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 
December.. 


* 

14 

16 

20 

19 

8 

93 

60 

28 

20 

43 

16 

21 

18 

8 

126 

5i 

10 

15 

15 

7 

12 

10 

9 

68 

38 

10 

15 

20 

11 

10 

13 

8 

77 

49 

8 

7 

13 

6 

10 

5 

9 

50 

30 

9 

18 

12 

6 

5 

8 

9 

5« 

30 

13 

11 

11 

5 

12 

9 

n 

59 

29   9 

15 

13 

5 

8 

8 

8 

57 

26   9 

12 

19 

11 

10 

8 

n 

7i 

26  11 

10 

12 

II 

14 

15 

12 

74 

35 

8 

13 

13 

5 

18 

10 

12 

7i 

45 

n 

12 

13 

11 

13 

12 

13 

74 

47 

12 

164 

198 

no 

153 

135 

118 

878 

466 

138 

181 
187 
116 
134 

89 

IOI 

97 
92 
108 
117 
127 
133 

1,482 
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FIRES  INVESTIGATED  BY  MEMBERS  OF  DEPARTMENT  AND 

WHICH  WERE  EXTINGUISHED  BY  POLICE  AND 

CITIZENS. 

No.  i  Engine  Company 6 

"     2  9 

9 


'  * 

3 

«( 

4 

" 

5 

( ( 

6 

<< 

7 

<( 

8 

" 

9 

<( 

io 

" 

ii 

" 

12 

" 

13 

" 

14 

" 

15 

< « 

16 

" 

17 

«« 

18 

" 

19 

" 

20 

" 

21 

4,1 

22 

" 

23 

" 

24 

( < 

25 

No 

,  1 

** 

2 

" 

3 

" 

4 

<  < 

5 

" 

6 

" 

7 

<  < 

8 

<  < 

9 

<« 

10 

(4 

11 

«« 

12 

No.  i 

12 

4 

S 
1 

9 

6 

6 


5 

2 

4 
3 

5 
4 

4 
10 

4 

2 
1 


Hook  and  Ladder  Company 2 

"  1 


Chemical  Engine  Company. 


136 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  DIFFERENT    CAUSES  OF  FIRES  ANI> 
ALARMS  DURING  1904. 

Accidental  alarm 2 

Acetylene  gas 2 

Alcohol  vapor 1 

Asphaltum  boiling  over 1 

Alcohol  lamp 1 

Burning  rubbish 55 

Burning  soot 97 

Burning  manure 1 

Bonfire 2 

Boys  fighting 1 

Back  draught : 1 

Coal  oil  stove 82 

Cigarette 8 

Coal  oil  lamp 35 

Candle 24 

Cigar .- 1 

Defective  flue 40 

Defective  gas  pipe 2 

Defective  oven 1 

Electric  wire 38 

Excessive  heat  from  weather 1 

Explosion  of  asphaltum 1 

Explosion  of  oil  vapor ,  1 

Explosion  of  water  back 1 

Falling  wall 1 

False  alarm 47 

Fireworks 4 

Friction  of  machinery 1 

Fumigating  house 1 

Gas  explosion 3 

Gas  stove  explosion 10 

Gas  jet 43 

Gasoline  stove 125 

Gasoline 30 

Gas  machine  explosion 1 

Grease  boiling  over 12 

Gas  lamp 2 

Gasoline  lamp 2 

Gas  pipe 1 

Gasoline  tank 1 

Gas  stove 1 
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Hot  ashes 7 

Hot  lard  boiling  over I 

Liquid  stove  polish i 

Matches : 75 

Overheated  stove 68 

Overheated  lime i 

Pulled  for  preceding  fire 7 

Reflection  from  gas  jet i 

Rekindling  of  previous  fire  4 

Spontaneous  combustion 2 

Sparks 117 

Supposed  incendiary 4 

Slacking  lime 1 

Singeing  poultry  over  blaze 1 

Thawing  water  pipe 15 

Thawing  gas  pipe 1 

Tinners'  fire  pot 2 

Unknown 450 

Unusual  smoke 29 

Unusual  heat 2 

Unnecessary  alarms 9 

1,482 
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FIRES  AT  WHICH    RESCUES  WERE  MADE. 

January  3 — Box  164  at  5.34  P.  M. — Three-story  brick 
barber  shop  and  tenement  house,  No.  400  South  Washington 
street: 

Benjamin  Roehtin,  aged  35  years;  Rebecca  Roehtin,  aged  7; 
Lena  Roehtin,  aged  4;  May  Roehtin,  aged  3,  and  Mollie 
Roehtin,  aged  1,  were  rescued  from  the  second-story  window; 
and  Mrs.  Carrie  Rowe,  aged  25  years,  and  Julian  Rowe,  aged 
18  months,  were  rescued  from  the  third-story  window  by 
means  of  ladders  by  members  cf  No.  11  Engine  Company 
and  No.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company.  Their  escape  had 
been  cut  off  by  smoke  and  heat. 

April  25 — Box  142  at  9.27  A.  M. — Six  and  one-half  story 
brick  storage  and  manufacturing  warehouse  on  Southwest 
corner  of  Central  avenue  and  Fawn  street: 

Two  males  and  two  females,  who  were  unknown  and  whose 
escape  had  been  cut  off,  were  assisted  down  to  the  ground  by 
means  of  ladders  by  members  of  No.  3  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company. 

November  20 — Box  623  at  12.15  A.  M. — Two  and  one-half 
story  lodging  house,  No.  4  East  Church  street: 

Elijah  Epp,  colored,  aged  28  years,  was  rescued  from  top 
floor,  front  room,  by  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Donohue,  of  No.  6 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  and  Sixth  District  Engineer  E. 
Louis  Shipley,  by  being  carried  down  stairs.  He  was  in  an 
unconscious  condition,  and  was  removed  to  the  Maryland 
University  Hospital. 

December  12 — Silent,  11.57  A.M. — Three-story  brick  dwell- 
ing, No.  931  Druid  Hill  avenue: 

Annie  Thompson,  aged  50;  Florence  Thompson,  aged  25, 
and  William  Taylor,  aged  4  years,  were  taken  down  stairs 
and  rescued  from  suffocation  by  Laddermen  John  Geiger  and 
Edward  Beach,  of  No.  4  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 
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FIRES  WHICH  WERE  ATTENDED  BY  LOSS  OF  LIFE 

January  25 — Box  622  at  6.12  A.M. — Mrs.  Caroline  Fay, 
aged  70  years,  13  Weyler  street,  was  burned  to  death  by  the 
explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

February  2 — Box  53  at  6.34  A.M. — Mrs.  Mary  Donovan, 
aged  40  years,  852  Columbia  avenue,  was  fatally  burned,  and 
died  February  3d,  at  5  o'clock  A.M.,  caused  by  explosion  of 
a  gasoline  stove. 

February  13 — Box  37  at  8.52  A.M. — Mrs.  Fannie  Cherry, 
aged  40  years,  1318  West  Lafayette  avenue,  was  fatally 
burned,  and  died  at  the  Maryland  General  Hospital  at  3 
o'clock  P.M.;  caused  by  thawing  water  pipes. 

February  26 — Special  at  3  P.M. — Mrs.  Louise  Ackler,  aged 
34  years,  1537  North  Wolfe  street,  was  burned  to  death  while 
trying  to  extinguish  a  fire  caused  by  sparks  from  chimney. 

March  1 — Box  185  at  7.56  P.M. — Noah  Handley,  aged  45 
years,  3120  Dillon  street,  was  instantly  killed  by  the  explo- 
sion of  an  acetylene  gas  machine. 

March  14 — Silent  at  10.23  P.M. — Arthur  Paris,  aged  39 
years,  47  Hughes  street,  was  killed  by  a  wall  of  building  fall- 
ing on  him. 

March  21 — Box  634  at  3.37  P.M. — Mrs.  Mary  White,  aged 
65  years,  1537  Burrough  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body, 
and  died,  after  being  removed  to  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  at  9.45  o'clock  P.M.;  caused  by  explosion  of  a  coal 
i>il  stove. 

May  7 — Box  634  at  8.23  A.M. — Mrs.  Mary  Feely,  aged  40 
years,  No.  1455  Allen  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body,  and 
died  at  11.20  P.M.  at  the  City  Hospital;  caused  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  gasoline  stove. 

Ju?ie  12 — Box  548  at  1.37  A.M. — Richard  Sweeny,  aged  7 
years,  31  East  Hill  street,  died  at  the  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  at  1.00  P.M.,  June  13,  1904;  caused  by  inhaling 
heat  and  smoke. 
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June  12 — Box  548  at  1.37  A.M. — James  Sweeny,  31  East 
Hill  street,  aged  10  years,  died  at  the  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  at  3.30  P.M.,  June  13,  1904;  caused  by  inhaling 
heat  and  smoke. 

Jujie  12 — Box  548  at  1.37  A.M. — Rosa  Sweeny,  aged  7 
years,  31  East  Hill  street,  died  at  the  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  at  3  o'clock  P.M.,  June  14,  1904;  caused  by  inhal- 
ing heat  and  smoke. 

June  12 — Box  548  at  1.37  A.M. — Mrs.  Annie  Collins,  aged 
60  years,  31  East  Hill  street,  died  at  the  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  at  9.15  P.M. ,  June  16;  caused  by  inhaling  heat  and 
smoke. 

July  7 — Box  744  at  1.04  P.M. — Mrs.  Sallie  Sanders,  aged 
25  years,  103  Reese  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body,  and 
died  on  July  9th,  at  8.20  A.M.;  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a 
gasoline  stove. 

July  18 — Silent  at  5.34  P.M. — Miss  Melvin  Gordon,  aged 
52  years,  21 18  Eastern  avenue,  was  fatally  burned;  caused  by 
the  explosion  of  a  gasoline  stove. 

October  1 — Box  461  at  12.01  P.M. — Edna  Strickland,  aged 
15  months,  427  Forrest  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body, 
and  died  at  2.15  P.M.;  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  can  of 
gasoline. 

October  23 — Box  482  at  2.27  A.M. — Mrs.  Bridget  Welsh, 
aged  81  years,  1924  Christian  street,  was  overcome  by  smoke 
and  fell  in  the  bath  tub  and  drowned. 

October  29^-Box  217  at  6.31  P.M. — R.  J.  Murphy,  aged  60 
years,  410  East  Monument  street,  was  fatally  burned  on  body, 
and  died  November  2d;  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  coal  oil 
stove. 

November  1 — Special  at  1.30  P.M. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Schen- 
erman,  aged  34  years,  1800  North  Wolfe  street,  was  fatally 
burned;  caused  by  an  explosion  of  liquid  stove  polish. 
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November  14 — Silent  at  6.33  A.M. — Wesley  Gill,  aged  3 
years,  1423  Cooksie  street,  was  burned  to  death;  caused  by 
playing  with  matches. 

November  16 — Silent  at  12.30  P.M. — Lloyd  Hawkins,  aged 
4  years,  913  West  Mulberry  street,  was  fatally  burned  and 
died  at  8.55  P.M.,  at  Franklin  Square  Hospital;  caused  by 
playing  with  matches. 

December  7 — Silent  at  6  P.M. — Annie  Deering,  aged  8 
years,  124  South  Durham  street,  was  fatally  burned,  and  died 
at  3  o'clock  P.M.;  cause  unknown. 
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Baltimore,  January  i,  1905. 

To  the  Hojiorable  the  Board  of  Fire   Commissioners. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the 
report  of  the  Department  under  my  charge  from  January  1  to 
December  31,  1904: 

Total  number  of  sick 234 

Total  number  of  accidents  152 

386 

The  above  does  not  include  195  cases  of  sick  and  accidents 
treated  during  the  conflagration  of  February  7  and  8,  1904. 
On  that  occasion,  besides  the  members  of  the  Department, 
there  were  a  number  of  cases  of  visiting  firemen  who  reported 
for  treatment  during  the  fire. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  again  express  my  thanks 
to  Dr.  A.  F.  Conrey,  Dr.  J.  W.  Tompkins,  Dr.  L.  E  Beach 
and  Mr.  Harry  Dulany,  a  medical  student,  for  their  untiring 
assistance  during  the  trying  times;  also  the  ladies  who 
rendered  assistance  £t  quarters  of  No.  6  Engine  Company, 
which  was  made  a  temporary  hospital  on  Sunday  night,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  and  kept  so  the  8,  9,  10  and  n. 

The  health  of  the  Department  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
very  good,  taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  men  we 
have.     Mortality  four  men. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  men  be  given  the 
"Setting  Up  Exercises"  daily,  which,  when  given  systemati- 
cally, bring  every  muscle  in  the  body  into  action,  and,  while 
not  violent,  do  not  allow  any  part  of  the  body  to  become 
indolent.  These  exercises  have  been  adopted  by  both  the 
United  States  Army  and  Navy,  and  where  the  men  lead  a 
sedentary  life  the  benefits  are  very  great. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  appreciation  of 
the  many  courtesies  extended,  and  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  my 
sincere  thanks  for  his  ever  readiness  to  promote  the  efficiency 
of  my  Department;  to  the  District  Engineers,  for  the  many 
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acts  of  courtesy  extended  me  at  all  times;  to  the  Secretary 

and  Assistant  Secretary  at  Headquarters,  and  to  the  officers 

and  men  throughout  the  service  for  the  great  respect  shown 

me  at  all  times. 

Respectfully, 

Edwin  Geer, 

Department  Surgeo?i. 


Baltimore,  January   i,    1905. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Fire   Commissioners. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  report 
pertaining  to  the  veterinary  branch  of  the  Department  for  the 
year  1904: 

There  were  179  cases  of  treatment  at  Department  Hospital. 
Of  this  number,  96  were  sick,  54  suffering  from  lameness  and 
29  injured.  Four  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  of  which 
2  were  pneumonia,  1  of  flatulent  colic,  and  1  died  while  re- 
sponding to  an  alarm. 

I  desire  to  especially  call  attention  to  Water  Tower  No.  2 
horse  Goliath,  who  was  so  severely  burned  at  the  conflagra- 
tion of  February  7  and  8,  1904,  and  who,  after  receiving  the 
most  patient  nursing  and  treatment,  fully  recovered  and  was 
again  placed  in  active  service. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
courtesies  extended  by  the  Board,  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
officers  and  members  of  the  Department  generally,  as  well  as 
to  Hospital  Stewards  Raabe  and  Hughes,  and  the  members 
of  No.  10  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  where  the  hospital  is 
located,  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jos.   M.  Heagerty, 
Department    Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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REPORT 


-OF   THE- 


Superintendent  of  F ire-Alarm  Telegraph 


1904. 


REPORT. 


Baltimore,  December  31,   1904. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Fire   Commissioners. 

Gentlemen:  The  following  report  of  the  operation  of 
the  Telegraph  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1904,  will  be  gratifying  to  you  in  showing  the  high  efficiency 
maintained  through  your  generous  consideration  of  its  im- 
portance. 

Wires  and  apparatus  have  been  kept  in  perfect  working 
order  at  all  times,  with  the  exception  of  the  storm  November 
13,  which  was  unusually  hard  on  the  telegraph  lines  in  this 
vicinity. 

Commencing  about  2.30  P.M.  sixteen  circuits  were  inter- 
rupted by  breaks  caused  by  accumulation  of  wet  snow, 
putting  out  of  service  over  100  boxes.  The  regular  linemen, 
with  all  the  extra  labor  that  could  be  used  to  advantage,  were 
promptly  started  and  speedily  began  to  repair  the  wires,  so 
that  by  zealous  and  intelligent  efforts  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  damage  was  temporarily  repaired  by  midnight,  and 
only  34  boxes,  which  were  nearly  all  in  the  outlying  districts, 
remained  out  of  service.  To  avoid  accident  and  enable  the 
linemen  to  work  without  fear  of  dangerous  currents,  the 
Electric  Light  Company  was  requested  to  keep  current  off  of 
all  wires  on  Fire  Alarm  poles.  Their  ready  response  helped 
very  much  in  rapid  repair  and  the  service  of  boxes. 

The  advantage  of  covered  wire  was  again  demonstrated  in 
this  disaster;  many  miles  of  line  were  serviceable  during  the 
afternoon  and  night  which  would  have  been  useless  without 
the  protection  the  insulation  afforded. 
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Eighteen  miles  of  wire  were  lost  in  this  storm,  being 
broken  and  twisted  to  such  an  extent  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
covered economically  for  use  in  repairing. 

Notwithstanding  the  complete  destruction  of  the  circuits 
in  the  northern  and  northeastern  sections,  after  a  few  hours 
work,  all  companies  were  put  in  communication  with  the 
telegraph  office,  either  by  alarm  circuit  or  telephone,  except 
Engine  Company  No.  20  and  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  12,  which 
were  in  communication  by  using  a  telephone  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  miles  of  covered  wire  strung 
during  the  year,  140  of  which  were  used  in  replacing  naked 
wire  and  for  new  boxes,  and  18  on  account  of  storm. 

Nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  two-conduc- 
tor cable  was  used,  of  which  1,435  was  for  repairs  of  faults 
resulting  from  elctrolytic  and  chemical  action  in  ducts,  and 
8,415  feet  from  new  boxes,  stall  trips  in  engine  houses  and 
individual  gongs. 

With  the  exception  of  the  telephones  which  are  auxiliary 
to  the  independent  gong  circuits,  all  overhead  lines  are  of 
covered  wire.  With  your  approval,  the  substitution  of  cov- 
ered for  naked  copper  wire  will  be  continued  until  all  bare 
wire  is  removed.  The  advantage  is  demonstrated  during  the 
prevalence  of  high  winds,  and  the  immunity  from  damage  to 
instruments  formerly  experienced  when  the  Fire  Alarm  cir- 
cuits were  in  contact  with  other  wires. 

The  installation  of  the  new  four-dial  transmitter  and 
storage  battery  switchboard  add  materially  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  machinery  of  the  office.  The  transmitter  is  an  im- 
provement on  any  device  for  the  purpose  previously  con- 
structed, its  principal  feature  being  an  arrangement  of  the 
parts  which  enables  the  operator  by  a  turn  of  one  switch  to 
throw  out  of  service  a  defective  dial  and  put  in  place  another 
without  stopping  the  motion  of  the  machine.  This  makes 
the  instrument  practically  a  double  transmitter,  and  permits 
necessary  repairs  to  important  parts  while  the  instrument  is 
in  service. 
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The  storage  battery  board  also  has  the  latest  improve- 
ments, and  in  its  operation  is  both  automatic  and  manual. 
It  enables  the  operating  force  to  keep  the  currents  required 
for  the  different  circuits  normal,  and  helps  to  discover  and 
remove  faults  that  might  become  dangerous  without  more 
complicated  methods  of  testing  than  are  now  required. 

The  same  careful  inspection  of  gongs  and  other  electrical 
apparatus  in  quarters  has  been  the  rule  during  the  year,  and 
the  few  reports  of  "double  blows"  and  "missed  blows"  are 
an  evidence  of  the  intelligent  manner  this  part  of  the  line- 
man's duty  has  been  performed. 

New  stall  and  light  trips  were  placed  in  quarters  of  Nos.  41 
1 1  and  13  Engines. 

The  inside  wiring  of  the  last  two  named  has  also  been 
renewed.  The  work  not  only  improves  the  appearance  of 
these  houses  but  has  removed  conditions  that  caused  some 
anxiety  regarding  safety. 

The  following  new  boxes  were  placed  during  the  year: 

748 — Lanvale  street  and  Milton  avenue. 

194 — Boston  and  Hudson  streets. 

127 — Pratt  street  and  Centre  Market  Space. 

149 — Eastern  avenue  and  Albemarle  street. 

228 — Fayette  and  Eden  streets. 

249— Centre  and  Holliday  streets. 

749 — North  avenue  and  Gay  street. 

549 — Garrett  street  and  Fort  avenue. 

751 — Boone  and  Twenty-first  streets. 

564 — Bayard  and  Nauticoke  streets. 

761 — Auchentoroly  Terrace  and  Bryant  avenue. 

596 — No.  12  Hook  and  Ladder  quarters,   "Forest  Park." 

665 — Portland  and  Penn  streets. 

597 — Park  avenue  and  Wilson  street. 

195 — President  and  Lancaster  streets. 

584 — Maryland  Theatre. 

585 — Auditorium  Theatre. 

762 — Windsor  avenue  and  Eleventh  street. 

196 — Baltimore  and  Curley  streets. 

197 — Lombard  and  Ann  streets. 

753 — Jefferson  and  Taylor  streets. 

566 — Hamburg  and  Fremont  streets. 
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588 — Schroeder  and  Raborg  streets. 
589 — Lombard  and  Mount  streets. 
755— Chase  street  and  Greenmount  avenue. 
693— Oak  and  Twenty-fifth  streets. 
694 — Fremont  and  Lanvale  streets. 

193 — No.    24   Engine    quarters,    "Patterson   Park  avenue,    near 
Orleans  street." 

The  efficiency  of  the  telegraph  service  was  prominently 
displayed  during  the  disastrous  conflagration  in  February. 

Fifty-six  boxes  were  pulled  during  the  hours  of  10.48  A. 
M. ,  February  7,  the  time  Automatic  box  815  was  received, 
and  11.40  A.M.,  February  8,  when  the  last  alarm  was  re- 
ceived from  the  fire  district.- 

All  alarms  and  special  signals,  including  telephone  calls, 
were  promptly  handled,  and  every  demand  made  on  the 
operating  force  was  responded  to  without  confusion  or  delay. 

Apparatus  and  circuits  were  in  perfect  condition  during  the 
entire  period,  excepting  where  the  effects  of  the  fire  put  out 
of  service  the  boxes  in  the  path  of  the  flames. 

The  value  of  the  storage  battery  is  recognized  in  the  work 
we  were  called  on  to  perform.  The  capacity  of  the  cells 
provided  a  uniform  current  during  the  entire  period,  and  to 
its  reliability  are  we  indebted  for  much  of  our  success  at  that 
time. 

All  fire  alarm  stations  immediately  surrounding  the  Burnt 
District  were  re-established  as  soon  as  the  removal  of  debris 
permitted  access  to  the  wires,  which  in  the  district  are  all 
under  ground. 

Five  boxes  were  totally  destroyed;  thirteen  recovered  and 
sent  to  the  shop,  from  which  eleven  were  returned  in  perfect 
condition.  One  large  engine  house  gong,  which  was  being 
repaired  at  the  factory  of  the  Southern  Electric  Company, 
was  destroyed  when  that  building  burned. 

The  individual  gong  circuit  was  all  in  the  Burnt  District, 
and  the  gongs,  which  were  the  property  of  those  for  whom 
this  circuit  was  provided,  destroyed.  The  separation  of 
these  gongs  from  the  alarm  circuits  some  time  ago  prevented 
interruption  to  the  Department  service  as  the  fire  advanced. 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT.  IO9 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Telegraph  Department  is 
an  evidence  of  the  advantage  of  your  liberal  policy  towards 
the  branch  of  the  service,  anticipating  its  needs  and  inspiring 
operators  and  linemen  with  ambition  to  merit  your  confidence 
at  all  times. 

The  municipal  telephone  board  was  in  constant  operation 
until  the  companies  returned  to  quarters.  This  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  our  argument — that  the  Fire  Alarm  opera- 
tors should  not  be  required  to  answer  telephone  calls  while 
the  apparatus  is  on  the  fire  ground.  Calls  for  additional 
force,  fuel,  etc.,  are  made  by  signals  on  the  box  circuits,  and 
the  attention  of  the  operator  should  not  be  diverted  from 
that  point  until  the  recall  is  given. 

I  desire  to  renew  my  request,  that  your  Honorable  Board 
will  continue  your  recommendation  for  the  restoration  of  the 
salaries  of  the  operators  of  this  Department.  Their  interest 
in  the  work  is  shown  by  the  successful  operation  of  the  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  to  operators  and  linemen  is  due  my 
acknowledgment  of  their  co-operation  by  which  the  high 
efficiency  has  been  maintained. 

Your  generosity  to  me  personally,  is  fully  appreciated, 
and  the  performance  of  duty  through  your  liberal  indulgence 
has  been  a  pleasure. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  B.  Yeakxe, 

Superi?i  ten  dent. 
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The  accompanying  diagram  or  map  shows  the  burned  area 
and  the  trend  of  the  main  and  the  secondary  conflagrations. 
Each  circle  on  the  map  denotes  a  location  thoroughly  ablaze, 
at  an  hour  of  age  of  the  fire  denoted  by  the  figure  within  the 
circle.  The  arrows  point  in  the  direction  of  the  wind  at  that 
time  and  to  a  figure  giving  the  velocity  in  miles  per  hour. 
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